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It is hard to believe that 
we are half way through 
our first semester. There 
have been many exciting 
things happening since 
September.  

We welcomed some new 
staff to the Sir Wil team. 
We hired four new con-
tract teachers: Maris Bar-
nabe, Alexis Given, Na-
talie Macpherson and 
Allison Whitmore.  In 
addition we had four Long 
Term Occasional Teach-
ers join us: Tatiana Bara-
nova-Eyre, Lindsay 
Coderre, Crystal 
Rosbrook and Michael 
Temple.  Also, we hired 
three Educational Assis-
tants: Chantelle Cornect, 
Andréa Gauther and Sa-
rah Mullins.  In addition, 
we welcomed back two 
contract teachers return-
ing from leave—Scott 
Campbell and Greg Tay-
lor—and long term occa-
sional teacher Ethan Me-

servia. 

After serving for an ex-
tended period of time in 
term positions, we are 
delighted to confirm two 
office staff members in 
their permanent roles: 
Heidi Holtslander as 
guidance services assis-
tant, and Robyn Godin 
as office assistant. Well-
deserved congratulations 
to both of them. 

Thank you to the parents 
and guardians who were 
able to attend Parent-
Teacher Interviews on 
October 19th.  We enjoy 

having an opportunity to 
meet parents and to con-
tinue the partnership with 
families as a way of ensur-
ing student success. 

Our Academic Awards 
took place on November 
16th. We presented 
awards to 311 students 
from last year’s grades 9, 
10, and 11 classes who 
had an 80% average or 
higher.  In addition, 70 of 
those students were also 
silver medalists (with aver-
ages of 90% and over).  
Many of these students are 
not just high achievers ac-
ademically, but also partici-
pate in various clubs, 
teams, activities, perfor-
mances and art presenta-
tions.  These opportunities 
are made possible by the 
generous contributions of 
time by staff and communi-
ty volunteers; they serve to 
enrich a student’s high 
school experience.  

Our Student Council is led 
by Co-Presidents Madison 
Lester, Mahnoor Zia, 
Emily Forrester and Ami-
na Boulid. They do a 
great job in promoting stu-
dent activities. 

I also wish to thank our 
School Council who con-
tinue to be a source of 
support to me as well as to 
the staff and students of 
Sir Wil.  I invite all of you to 
join our meetings.  The 
next one is on November 
29th at 7 p.m. in our school 
library. 

We are trying something 
new this year by holding 

our Information Evening for 
Grade 8 Students in Decem-
ber rather than in the new 
year. All parents and guardi-
ans of grade 8 students are 
invited to attend between 5-7 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 
12th. If you have friends and 
neighbours with grade 8 chil-
dren, please let them know. 
Student-led tours of the 
school are available between 
5-6 p.m. Tours depart contin-
uously with each tour lasting 
approximately 15-20 minutes. 
Between 5 and 6:15 p.m., you 
may visit subject kiosks, ob-
tain information about cours-
es, and see student projects 
displayed in the cafetorium. At 
6:30 there will be a 30-minute 
presentation where you will 
learn about the educational 
opportunities and the registra-
tion process at our school. 

I look forward to keeping the 
lines of communication open, 
and I welcome your feedback.  
Please do not hesitate to con-
tact me.  All the best. 

Nancy Girozan 

Principal 

mailto:barry.armstrong@ocdsb.ca
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GRADUATION 

We wish to remind parents and guardians of graduating students that the only official school event marking this 

milestone is our Commencement Ceremony on June 29, 2018 at 10 a.m. in our gymnasium.  
 

While there may be a student-run “Grad Committee,” it functions as a non-authorized body. Its activities are neither 
approved nor sanctioned by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School nor by the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.  
 

Please read the letter on the school website from the Principal to parents of graduating students. Students who are 
involved in any other unsanctioned graduation events are urged to be safe and considerate to themselves and oth-
ers as they celebrate the end of their years at Sir Wil. 
 

Also, potential graduates are reminded that if they want to cross the stage at Commencement, they must have successfully completed 30 credits, the 

Ontario literacy test, and 40 hours of community service. 

English 

As part of the Community of Character mandate, Jeff takes the stories of the Trojan 
War and shapes them into a unique and effective presentation that helps to work to-
wards goals of character education by addressing important contemporary issues 
that young people face every day. 
 

“The stories are set 3200 years ago in Bronze Age Greece.  This cultural and chrono-
logical distance creates a "safe space" for student audiences.  Students are at liberty 
to empathize with the "fictional" characters, and to freely explore the personal rele-
vance of the Character Education issues addressed in the shows, but all inside of 
their own personal comfort zones.” 

The fall has been filled with assemblies on all kinds of topics, and one that all the grade 9 students were lucky enough 
to attend on November 14th and 15th was the third annual full day epic presentation of the The Trojan War by story-
teller Jeff Wright. 

The grade 9s spent about 4 hours listening to the epic, but the conversation doesn’t stop there. In continuing to talk 
about the issues raised in the presentation, young people and adults can work together to achieve all their shared 
goals. If you want to find out more and hear the stories as a podcast, visit  
http://trojanwarpodcast.com/ where Jeff tells even more of the story. 
 

For more information on Jeff’s shows, including Jeff’s corporate show, Leadership Lessons from a Bronze Age War, 
contact Jeff Wright at jeffwrightstoryteller.com. 

Athletics  

Our fall sports teams 
got Lancer Athletics off 
to another strong start. 
Our Varsity Girls 7s 
Rugby team led the way 
capturing  silver in the 
Tier 1 Division. The Cross Country 
Running team had a strong show-
ing at the NCSSAA East Region-
als: Sam Russell finished 4th in 
the Midget Boys division and Ka-
hin Ukpona and James Fergus-
son placed 8th and 9th respec-
tively for the Senior Boys.  

Junior Boys Soccer had a strong 
season missing the playoffs by 
one win. This fall saw the return of 
Junior Boys Football to Sir Wil. 
The team had a successful sea-
son finishing 2-2. A highlight of the 
season was Sir Wil Night at the 
RedBlacks game on October 7th.  

Post game, players were 
able to meet Sir Wil Alumnus 
and current RedBlack RB 

Brendan Gillanders.  

Congratulations to all Lancer 
Athletes!  You represented your-
selves, your teams and your 
school with character. A BIG 
THANKS to all our Fall Coaches 
for making Laurier Athletics pos-
sible. As the winter sports’ sea-
son begins, we look to continue 
the Sir Wil tradition of — 

 

http://trojanwarpodcast.com/
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With winter weather upon us, par-

ents and guardians 

are reminded that they 

need to inform the 

school when a student 

will be absent, including when 

school buses are not operating on 

bad weather days. If an absence is 

not accounted for, our automated 

attendance system will contact you. 

There are two options for parents 

and guardians to report a student’s 

absence: 

① Telephone  

613-834-4500 extension 1 

② Email  

swlattendance@ocdsb.ca 

100% of our grade 
12 French Immer-
sion students have 
chosen to write the 
DELF exam 
(Diplôme d’Études 
de Langue Française) offered through 
OCDSB this semester. The DELF is an 
official certification of second language 
proficiency and tests the ability of stu-
dents to use French in real-life situa-
tions. It is recognized around the world 
and is valid for life. Students took the 
listening, reading and written compo-
nents at Sir Wil and are scheduled to 
take their speaking exam through the 
Board.  Bravo et bonne chance!   

French 

When I found out it was time for our 
next newsletter, I picked up my cam-
era and asked my Grade 11 Robot-
ics TEJ3M class if they’d mind if I 
snapped a few pictures to show the 
world what we’ve been up to. They 
are a truly keen and nice group, so 
they agreed. 

The first part of the course covered 
the basics of microcontroller hard-
ware, wiring and programming. After 
that, we used our skills to try to ani-
mate a printout of a haunted house 
using LEDs and microphones. Here 
is a video of one of the upstairs 
lights turning on (eerily): 
bit.ly/2zMHcf2 

After the Haunted House Project, we 
turned our attention to autonomous 
vehicles. We 
discussed how 
sonar works, 
then each 
group was giv-
en an ultrason-
ic range-finder 
to mount at the 
front of their 
vehicle. Pic-
tured are Andy Bartlett and Cody 

Emery working on their vehicles. 

Jenny Wong, Colin Henfrey and 
Owen Brouse work on getting the 
sonar working on their respective 
vehicles: 

Now that the sonar systems are in-
stalled and working, what shall we 
do? One of the tasks we tried was to 
set the vehicle down, surrounded by 

a ring of barriers. The vehicle was 
programmed to autonomously find 
the gap in the barrier and then make 
its way out. Pictured below is Cody 

Emery, working on the problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colin Henfrey did something quite 
amazing. He had written a program 
earlier to demonstrate the idea of 
recursion and fractals to make a tree

-like image. So why not use the so-
nar device to control the angles of 
the branching in real time?! It 
worked marvellously. 

Who knows what we’ll come up with 
for our Summative Project! 

Richard Young, Teacher 

Sir Wil Creates… 

Everyone knows that Sir Wil has excel-
lent technology programs.  However, 
what really sets our school apart is our 
creative excellence. We are launching a 
campaign to highlight all that Sir Wil 
creates. Our students are designing and 
producing Sir Wil Creates... posters 
similar to the one above.  Our question 
for you is "What does Sir Wil cre-
ate?"  Futures, robots, resilience, dra-
matic productions, responsibility?  We 
are going to create over 20 different 
posters so we need your ideas. You can 
email them to jason.rama@ocdsb.ca or 
send a message using Twitter to 
@SirWilSS.      

Mark Your Calendar! 

February 28, March 1February 28, March 1February 28, March 1---222---3, 20183, 20183, 2018   

Sir Wil’s Theatre Arts students  

present  

http://bit.ly/2zMHcf2
mailto:jason.rama@ocdsb.ca
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Student Services 

Co-operative Education 
Program 
 

Co-op students are exploring their 
futures through a variety of work 
experiences this semester.  
Thanks to the support of the local 
business community, our students 
are honing their employability skills 
and clarifying career educational 
choices, all while earning credits 
for school!  So far, they are doing 
a terrific job learning about what it 
takes to be an hairstylist or a day-
care provider, or an auto mechan-
ic, among many other occupa-
tions.  We would like to 
acknowledge and thank the follow-
ing businesses for their continued 
support: 
 

American Eagle 
Barley Mow 
Boat House 
Carte Blanche Haute Coiffure 
Cumberland Hub Daycare 
Eastern Ottawa Resource 
Centre 
Hair Tech Coiffure 
James Salon 
Kelsey’s 
River Heights Children Centre 
Rogers TV 
Shenkman Centre 
Shoppers Drug Mart 
Tiny Hoppers  
and our Feeder Schools:  Avalon, 
Dunning-Foubert, Fallingbrook, 
Maple Ridge, and Trillium. 
 

Guidance 

University and College Applica-
tions 
 

Counsellors held information ses-
sions in September for both uni-
versity and college applicants to 
ensure that students are ready for 
the application process.   
 

Representatives from universities 
and colleges across the province 
have been visiting to explain their 
programs and admission proce-
dures.  In addition, students were 
encouraged to participate in cam-
pus visits for Carleton and Ottawa 
University and Algonquin College. 

Students are reminded to apply early. 

 
 
Scholarships 
 

We encourage students to apply for vari-
ous scholarships that arrive on an ongo-
ing basis throughout the year.  Students 
should regularly check the scholarship 
binder and the bulletin board outside of 
Student Services, listen carefully to an-
nouncements for updates, or talk with 
Ms. Crawford, Guidance Counsellor. 
 

Are you unsure of what path you want 
after high school? Do you want to ex-
plore and learn more about your true 
passions? You may visit 
www.discoveryear.ca for more infor-
mation. 
 
 

Events: 
 

Wednesday, November 1 once again 
saw our grade 9 students out of class 
and into the workplace. Take Our Kids 
To Work day is a nation-wide program 
in which grade 9 students shadow their 
parent/guardian at work. Thank you to 
our SWL families who volunteered to 
take students into their workplaces. We 
appreciate the support! 
 

On November 16, we hosted the Aca-
demic Awards Ceremony to recognize 
the academic achieve-
ments of our grade 9, 
10 and 11 students of 
the 2016-2017 school 
year. Check out the 
extensive list of our 
honourees on our website. 
 

Grad Photos will take place on Novem-
ber 28, 29, 30 in the Cafeteria.   
 

Grad Rings can be purchased on No-
vember 29 in the Rotunda. 

University  
www.ouac.on.ca  

Deadline:  January 17, 2018 

**PIN numbers - to allow log-ins to 
OUAC – available in Guidance. 
 

College: 
www.ontariocolleges.ca  

Deadline:  February 1, 2018 

**For college application, students 
will need their OEN number, which 
can be found on the timetable or on 
any report card. 

We have been off to a busy start with 
several field trips, engaging activities 
and honoured guest speakers.  Ms. 
Cheung and Ms. Permanand accom-
panied their Grade 10 History students 
to the War Museum and the Deifen-
bunker on November 3rd.  While at the 
War Museum, they had the privilege to 
thank visiting WWII veterans, all of 
whom were between the ages of 90 
and 102. The classes also had the op-
portunity to host Major Bob Crane at 
Sir Wil.  Major Crane is a proud mem-
ber of the Siksika Nation who served 
Canada in the Gulf War.  We thank Mr. 
Crane for sharing his experience and 
insights with our students. 
 

On November 6th Mr. Fyfe’s Grade 10 
Civics class visited Parliament Hill: 

Business, Canadian and 

World Studies Department 

The Business, Canadian and World 
Studies Student of the Month Award 
recognizes high achievement in one of 
the department’s courses. Congratula-
tions to Scotia Haig and Noah 
Learned who were our award winners 
for September and October respective-
ly.   

Lieutenant-
Commander Ahmed Ab-
derrahmani of the Royal 
Canadian Navy addressed our assem-
bly on November 10th. Our students 
were extremely quiet, courteous, and 
respectful, especially during the Two 
Minutes of Silence.  Piper Jim Forbes, 
a member of the Cameron Highlanders 
of Ottawa and the Sons of Scotland 
Pipe band, performed his 15th ceremo-
ny with us. Grade 12 students Aja Pen-
ny and Kendall Garuk were capable 
MCs.  Musical renditions by the Con-
cert Band and Vocal Connections 
rounded off a meaningful ceremony. 

Remembrance Day  

http://www.discoveryear.ca
http://www.ouac.on.ca/
http://www.ontartiocolleges.ca/

